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About the book:
Milly’s class has been chosen to represent their 
school at the local St Patrick’s Day parade! 
They decide on a float theme of Irish myths and 
legends, but while Milly thinks she’d be perfect 
as Queen Maeve, instead she’s given the role of 
the back end of the Brown Bull of Cooley.

What could possibly go wrong?! Quite a lot, as 
it turns out … but sure, it’s totally NOT her fault 
that Ellie causes a stink, or that Ronan’s sliotar 
goes flying, or that the parade ends in the 
biggest pile-up Ballybrogin has ever seen …!
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Book chat:
1.	 If you could have a float in a parade, what 

would you put on it?

2.	 Have you taken part in a parade or festival? 
Can you describe what it was like?

3.	 St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland – do 
you know the story behind him? Can you 
find out?

A game you could play:
Pandemonium

Write the word ‘pandemonium’ on a piece of 
paper and set a timer for 2 minutes. 
During the time, try and write down as many 
words as possible that can be made using only 
the letters found in the word!

Activity 1:
Try some garden hurling! Make a hurling stick 
by rolling up an old newspaper into quite 
a wide tube and taping it together. Flatten 
one end and use more tape to keep it in this 
shape. (You may need quite a lot of tape!) Use 
some old balled up socks as your sliotar and 
have a game of hurling in your garden. Can 
you dribble the socks along the ground or use 
your newspaper hurling stick to hit them up in 
the air?

Activity 2:
Make some St Patrick’s Day sensory 
spaghetti! If your child enjoys sensory play 
(and you don’t mind a bit of mess) try making 
some green St Patrick’s Day spaghetti for 
them to play with. Once you have cooked 
the spaghetti, put it in a ziplock bag, add a 
few drops of green food colouring and a little 
bit of water - then give it a good shake and 
squish around in the bag. (Your child will enjoy 
helping with this part.) Remember to rinse it 
well in a colander under the tap before letting 
your child play with it – otherwise you will end 
up with a green child!

About the author:
Leona Forde was born in Cork, a 
proud rebel like Milly. She studied 
English and History at University 
College Cork and now teaches 
the same subjects to teenagers.  
She is a mammy to four crazy kids who inspire 
many of Milly’s moments of mayhem. When 
she is not reading, writing or dealing with 
some calamity, Leona likes to crochet, craft 
and drink coffee, often all at the same time, 
because really, sure what could possibly go 
wrong?

About the illustrator:
Karen Harte is an illustrator, 
designer and comic creator 
from Dublin. She illustrates 
the bestselling Milly McCarthy 
series written by Leona Forde, 
published by Gill Books. She has worked with 
a variety of clients such as the Arts Council, 
Arnotts, Positive Period Ireland, Ogilvy and 
Deloitte, and her work has appeared in House 
and Home, Totally Dublin, The Irish Times and 
Buzzfeed.
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