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About the book:
Uh oh! Where did Casper go?

When a noisy storm scares Halo 
and Rocky, they don’t realise 
their friend Casper can’t hear 
the thunder. But when lightning 
flashes, Casper dashes off! 

Can Rocky and Halo find a way 
to communicate with their friend 
and get him home?

About the authors:
  Rose Ayling-Ellis
  BAFTA ‘Breakthrough Brit’ Rose Ayling-Ellis    
  MBE recently became the first deaf presenter    
  of live sport when she presented at the 2024  
  Paralympic Games in Paris. 

She has also received the Stage Debut Award for ‘Best West 
End Debut’, an Olivier Award nomination for ‘Best Actress in 
a Supporting Role’, and a prestigious Ian Charleson Award 
nomination. Her documentary Signs for Change was 
nominated for a BAFTA Craft Award, and in recognition for her 
services to the deaf community, Rose was awarded an MBE 
in the King’s 2024 Birthday Honours.

Katie Blackburn 
Is the author of various humour titles, including 
Where the Wild Mums Are, and Where the Wild 
Dads Went and several picture books for children, 
including the bedtime story Dozy Bear and the  
Secret of Sleep. By day, she is better known as 
Leah Thaxton, Children’s Publisher at Faber & Faber.  
Leah loves reading and painting, and lives in London.
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About the illustrator:
Paddy Donnelly is a bestselling, award-winning 
author illustrator from Ireland, and has twice been 
nominated for the Carnegie Medal for Illustration 
and his picture book, The Golden Hare, was awarded the  
Children’s Book of the Year at the An Post Irish Book Awards 2024.

Book chat:
1.	 Have you ever heard or seen a 

thunderstorm? What does it feel like?

2.	 Can you think of a time you needed to be 
brave? What did you do?

3.	 When did you last do something to help a 
friend or someone in your family? 

A game you could play:
Thunder and Lightning

Here’s a game for 2 or more players.

Choose one player to “control” the storm and 
all the others must do as they say. 
When Player 1 says “Thunder!” all the other 
players stamp their feet like rumbling thunder. 
When Player 1 says “Lightning!” all the other 
players jump up and freeze like a lightning 
bolt. 

You could also add “Rain!” by wiggling your 
fingers down like falling rain, or “Sunshine!” by 
stretching up as high as you can.

Activity 1:
Play ‘find the kitten’. One of you is Halo or 
Rocky and the other is Casper. Halo/Rocky 
hides from the thunder and lightning. Casper 
has to find Halo/Rocky – then the roles are 
switched.  

Activity 2:
Draw the three kittens on a piece of scrap 
paper and then encourage your child to use 
drawing or painting to create the weather in 
the picture. They could draw big clouds and 
jaggy lightning for a thunderstorm, long rays 
of sunshine shining on the kittens, lots of 
snow falling and so on. You could do a new 
picture for each type of weather – or make 
lots of layers of weather one on top of the 
other in one picture. Have fun with the process 
rather than thinking too much about the end 
product! For example, if you are making rain 
you could give your child very watered down 
paint to splatter all over the kittens!
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