
Can Bears Ski? by 
Raymond Antrobus, Polly Dunbar
Boy Bear cannot hear Dad Bear coming to 
wake him up in the morning but he 
can feel the floor vibrate with his heavy 
footsteps . He can only grasp little bits of 
what his teacher says to him at school. He 
cannot catch what his friends are laughing 
at. And, all the time, Boy Bear keeps 
hearing the question, "Can Bears ski?"
With the support of Dad Bear, Boy Bear 
visits an audiologist and, eventually, he 
gets hearing aids. Suddenly, he 
understands the question everyone has 
been asking him: "CAN YOU HEAR ME?"

Freddie and the Fairy by Julia 
Donaldson, Karen George
Freddie wants nothing more than a 
pet, so when the fairy Bessie-Belle 
offers to grant his wishes, he knows 
just what to ask for. But Bessie-Belle 
can't hear very well and Freddie 
tends to mumble, which means the 
wishes aren't turning out as 
planned!

Harriet versus the Galaxy by 
Samantha Baines
The intergalactic adventure starts at 
home with Harriet, who discovers that 
her hearing-aid can do more than she 
ever bargained for when she finds an 
alien in her room. Discovering that her 
family secretly work for an 
intergalactic agency, Harriet becomes 
the Earth's first line of defence as the 
only one who can understand the 
invaders. 

Beanstalk Brilliant Books – Characters with hearing loss or hearing-aid wearers

Echo Come Home by Megan Rix
Eleven-year-old Jake is dreading his new 
school. No one understands how hard it is 
for him to make friends.
But then Jake meets Echo. Echo is a stray 
puppy, training to be a hearing dog. With 
Echo by his side, Jake's confidence grows.



What the Jackdaw Saw by Julia 
Donaldson, Nick Sharratt
The jackdaw wants all his friends to 
come to his party, but when he calls out 
his invitation the animals just touch 
their heads. Why won't they answer? 
This book about friendship and sign 
language was created with a group of 
deaf children in a workshop organized 
by the not-for-profit organisation Life & 
Deaf which helps deaf children to 
explore their identities through poetry, 
film, performance and art.

Fairy Magic by Cerrie Burnell, Laura 
Ellen Anderson
When Isabelle meets a lovely fairy 
called Summer-Blue, she discovers a 
magical world, hidden in the woods at 
the bottom of her garden. She can't 
wait to share what she's learned with 
her family, but her sister and brothers 
don't believe in fairies! As a deaf child 
Isabelle can see and sense things that 
her family can't.
Her hearing aid helps her to understand 
their world - but how can she persuade 
them to step into hers?

Lizzie & Lucky by Megan Rix, Tim Budgen
Lizzie is desperate for a dog. In order to 
convince her parents to get one, she has to 
come up with 101 reasons why 
she needs one. Lizzie is a master at making 
lists, so thinking of 101 reasons is going to 
be easy! Especially as she is deaf and could 
train one to be her hearing dog. lf a loyal 
friend at the same time...?

Max and the Millions by 
Ross Montgomery
Max is used to spending time alone - it's 
difficult to make friends in a big, chaotic 
school when you're deaf. He prefers to 
give his attention to the little things in 
life . . . like making awesome, detailed 
replica models.
Then Mr Darrow, the school caretaker 
and fellow modeller, goes missing. 


