
Who are Coram Beanstalk?

A national charity with over 50 years experience 
of supporting children with reading for pleasure.

Part of the Coram group; delivering better chances
for children since 1739.

Bringing together local communities and schools 
to create better outcomes for children.



What are the aims of the service?

Children increase their
enjoyment of, and
engagement with

reading.

Children develop
positive attitudes to
reading and wider

learning.

Children’s reading
progress accelerates,

narrowing the gap with
their peers.

Children’s social skills
and mental wellbeing

improve, increasing their
confidence.



How does it work?

Reading helpers are trained and supported by Coram
Beanstalk and hold an enhanced level DBS certificate. 

Each reading helper will attend school at least one 
afternoon a week, supporting the same children.

One-to-one sessions are focused on reading for
pleasure, led by the child’s interests.



What does our support look like?

We provide full initial
training and ongoing

learning and development
opportunities for all reading

helpers.

On joining, we supply a
pack of engaging books

tailored for reading helpers
to use. 

A dedicated support
representative is available
to resolve any issues and

have check-ins when
needed.

Act as a first point of
contact for reading helpers
who need support, to ease

time pressure on you. 

We provide reading
helpers with a range

resources and activities to
enhance their sessions via

our volunteer portal. 



What happens in sessions?

What do reading helpers do?
 Follow the child’s interests and pace

 Share books linked to the child’s interests

 Chat about books to improve engagement

 Model reading aloud to children of all ages

 Play book-based games for added fun



What can you do to help?

We need potential volunteers to hear about us, please 
spread the word using Coram Beanstalk’s materials. 

If children in your class are chosen, please speak with
your coordinator about the Coram Beanstalk approach. 

Reading helpers are volunteers, help them to 
feel welcome within the school.


