
 

•You will need to have schools consent for the sessions to take place and their support in 
helping the child connect into your session. We've created guidance for schools for you to 
share. 

•The choice of platform will be dependent on what both you and the school are able to 
access. Check with school which works best, we have found Google Meet to be simple, 
secure and easily accessible. 

Establishing 
online sessions

•In school the child must be in a space with a member of school staff, we advise that the 
member of school staff opens the call before passing you over to the child. 

•You need to be in a private space without interuptions from others, your background 
should be neutral and take care that your screen is free from personal content. 

•If you have any concerns during the session these must be passed on to the school 
safeguarding officer and Beanstalk following our usual safeguarding policy.

Safeguarding

•On screen content allows you both to see the same things. If you are a library member you 
may have access to Libby which includes a good range of children's ebooks. Free ebooks 
are also available on a range of platforms, do read them through first to check suitability.

•Choose ebooks similar to what you know the child has previously enjoyed in session and 
ideally ebooks which include good illustrations. 

•You must not browse the internet to read web page content.

What can you 
read?

•Check your space - make sure the background is neutral and if you're sharing a space with 
others make sure they know not to disturb you during your session time.

•Check your tech - make sure you have a strong broadband connection and that your audio 
and video settings are working.

•Check yourself - have a look at the video preview, position your camera correctly and 
make sure your comfortable.

•Load the content - get your choice of reading material ready and open in a 'window' on 
your computer or tablet. You can't browse the internet during session so have everything 
you will be using open and ready to go. School may want to have a look before you get 
going with the child. 

Getting ready 
to connect

•Open your session as you would in person, with a bit of a chat, for this you'll probably 
both want your camera on so that you can see each other. 

•Give an overview of what you're going to do in session and why you've chosen the ebook. 
•Advise the child that if the connection drops out they should alert the member of school 

staff to help them reconnect.
•When you've had a chat, share your screen so that the child can see the ebook and check 

that the text on screen is big enough, adjusting the zoom if necessary.  

Setting the 
scene

•Agree together how you are going to share the reading. Are you going to read it all or take 
it in turns? Who's going to read which bit?

•When you're reading make sure you use all of your reading aloud techniques and pause at 
appropriate points to talk about what you've read. Lots of book talk is really important! Be 
aware of where your microphone is and speak into it clearly, trying to keep relatively still.

•Look at the illustrations and have a chat about them - why did the author/illustrator 
choose what they did? Would you have chosen to show something different etc. 

Reading 
together

•As in a face to face session we recommend having fun with the books. Many of the games 
we'd normally recommend still work online, some good suggestions for older readers are 
attached.

•You won't be able to see what captures a child's interest as easily as you can in sessions, 
pointing doesn't work! You'll need to take care to explain what you're looking at or you 
may be able to use the mouse as a pointer. The child can direct you, maybe try using 
compass directions for them to guide you around the screen to find things of interest. 

Activities

•Bring the session to a close at the agreed time. You may find shorter sessions are needed 
at first, it's better to close before the child loses interest - maintaining interest can be 
more challenging online.

•As you did at the start of the session go back onto video to say goodbye to each other.
•Ask the child to alert the school staff that the session with you is ending, we recommend 

they close down to say goodbye, agree the next session time with you and close the link.

Closing the 
session


